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TAGS: ETRD, CO 

SUBJECT: U.S. LAW BANNING IMPORTATION OF PRISON-MADE GOODS 

REFERENCE: STATE 145343, BOGOTA 5747 

1. IN CONNECTION WITH WALL STREET JOURNAL ARTICLE ON 
PRISON LABOR IN COLOMBIA (REFTELS), GOC SHOULD BE AWARE 
OF U.S. LAW BANNING IMPORTATION INTO U.S. OF GOODS MADE 
WITH PRISON LABOR (SECTION 307 OF THE TARIFF ACT OF 1930, 

AS AMENDED - 19 U.S.C. 1307). DURING RECENT TRADE POLICY 
STAFF COMMITTEE PUBLIC HEARINGS, CHAIRED BY STR OFFICIAL, 

AN AFL-CIO REPRESENTATIVE RAISED THE ISSUE OF PRISON LABOR 
IN COLOMBIA. COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN NOTED AFOREMENTIONED LAW, 
AND LATER UNDERTOOK TO CALL THE MATTER TO THE ATTENTION OF 
THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT, IN ORDER THAT U.S. CUSTOMS WILL BE 
ALERTED TO THE POSSIBLE IMPORTATION OF PRISON-MADE GOODS. 
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2. WHILE WE HAVE TAKEN NO POSITION ON THE MERITS OF THE 
"NATIONAL PROGRAM OF PRISON INDUSTRIALIZATION" 

PER SE, USG MUST OF COURSE ENFORCE LAWS WITH RESPECT TO 
PRISON-MADE GOODS. 

3. REQUEST YOU CONVEY SUBSTANCE OF ABOVE TO APPROPRIATE 
GOC OFFICIALS BEFORE OCTOBER 10-11 TRADE TALKS. WE DO NOT 

PLAN TO RAISE ISSUE DURING TRADE TALKS, BUT WILL BE 
PREPARED TO RESPOND IF GOC WISHES TO RAISE IT FOLLOWING 
EMBASSY'S PRESENTATION. KISSINGER 
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